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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicants' arguments liave been read and considered. 

a. Applicant argues on page 5, last paragraph that the prior art does not specifically 
disclose 'the setpoint engine speed," and "a setpoint value for the output variable starts 
from the given setpoint value for the output variable and a current operating variable of 
the drive unit the optimum operating point is determined...' on page 6, second 
paragraph. 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features of 
applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., the 
setpoint engine speed; a setpoint value for the output variable starts from the given 
setpoint value for the output variable and a current operating variable of the drive unit 
the optimum operating point is determined...) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). 
Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the 
specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181 , 26 
USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

b. Applicant argues on page 6, second paragraph that the prior art does not 
specifically disclose the dependence of the optimal operating point on a setpoint value 
and "efficiency-optimal for every output variable," on page 7, first paragraph. 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
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(i.e., the dependence of the optimal operating point on a setpoint value; efficency- 
optimal for every output variable to be generated by the drive unit) are not recited in the 
rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, 
limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 
F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). Instead, the claim limitation recites a 
variable to be output. Applicant should consider adding more specificity regarding the 
drive unit and setpoint value to overcome to the prior art. 

c. Applicant argues on page 7, that the prior art does not specifically disclose 
'wherein the output variable includes a setpoint torque.' 

In response, an optimum operating point is indeed a function of an output 
variable to be output by the drive unit, i.e. a setpoint torque, which is affected by the 
gear. A higher engine efficiency factor indeed is an optimum operating point compared 
to the operating point prior to using the gear shift recommendation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication In this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

1. Claim(s) 8-24 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Klatt (4510906). 
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As to clainn(s)s 8 and 16, Klatt discloses: 

A metliod for signaling information relevant for an operation of a motor vehicle, 

comprising: 

forming tlie information by an operating point of a drive unit of the motor vehicle; 
forming a haptic signal at a control element of the motor vehicle as a function of the 
operating point, wherein an optimum operating point of the drive unit is indicated by the 
haptic signal ([2, 25-62]; accelerator pedal); and 

determining the optimum operating point as a function of an output variable to be output 
by the drive unit and as a function of an instantaneous operating variable of the drive 
unit ([2, 32-45]). 

As to claim(s) 9, Klatt discloses: 

the control element includes an accelerator pedal ([2, 45-62]; accelerator pedal; fig. 1). 
As to claim(s) 10,17,21, Klatt discloses: 

the optimum operating point includes an optimum engine efficiency ([2, 32-62]; 
For example, the optimal operating point depends on and is a function of the engine 
speed, as an instantaneous operating variable of the drive unit, and the optimal 
operating point is also determined as a function of the engine speed desired to be 
output (output variable to be output by the drive unit) since "optimal operating point" 
correlates engine output point that yields optimized fuel economy as a target). 
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As to clainn(s) 1 1 , Klatt discloses: 

tlie output variable includes a setpoint torque ([3, 1-15] shift gears; [2, 32-45] the 

engine). 

As to clainn(s) 12, Klatt discloses: 

the instantaneous operating variable includes an engine speed ([2, 32-45]). 
As to claim(s) 13, Klatt discloses: 

further comprising: determining the output variable as a function of a position of the 
control element (fig. 1 ; [2, 45-62]). 

As to claim(s) 14, Klatt discloses: 

a haptic signaling starts approximately when the optimum operating point is reached ([2, 
32-62]; restraining point ). 

As to claim(s) 15, Klatt discloses: 

further comprising: forming the haptic signal by a restoring force acting on the control 
element (2, 32-62; restraining point). 

As to claim(s) 18, 22, Klatt discloses: 

the output variable includes a setpoint torque, and wherein the instantaneous operating 
variable includes an engine speed (see claims 11, 12). 
As to claim(s) 19, 23, Klatt discloses: 
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the control element includes an accelerator pedal, wherein the optimum operating point 
includes an optimum engine efficiency, wherein the output variable includes a setpoint 
torque, and wherein the instantaneous operating variable includes an engine speed 
(see claims 10-12). 
As to claim(s) 20, 24, Klatt discloses: 

a determining arrangement to determine the output variable as a function of a position 
of the control element (fig. 1; [2, 32-45]); 

wherein the control element includes an accelerator pedal, wherein the optimum 
operating point includes an optimum engine efficiency, wherein the output variable 
includes a setpoint torque, and wherein the instantaneous operating variable includes 
an engine speed (see claim 19). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shirley Lu whose telephone number is (571) 272-8546. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Bugg can be reached on (571) 272-2998. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

SL 



/George A Bugg/ 

Acting SPEofArt Unit 2612 



